
Securing Livelihoods and Promoting Competitiveness of the Cotton Value Chain (CVC) in a 

Changing Climate 

Since cotton production is the largest source of earning export revenues for the country, the 2016 decline 

in cotton production (almost 33% as compared to last year) has raised serious concerns for policy-makers, 

agriculturalists, economists and industrialists. More importantly, this has compromised our economic 

growth by 0.5%. There are many factors responsible for low cotton productivity, but climate change is a 

prominent one. While climate change is a grave threat to agricultural production in general, cotton crop 

being a sensitive crop is highly susceptible to even minor changes in climatic parameters.  

A major point of concern is that climate events not only affect the productivity of crops, but also pose 

threats to a large number of livelihoods associated with it, along with risks to overall competitiveness of 

the value chain.  Not only this, these value chains have the tendency to pass on these shocks to 

international markets as they are spread across the globe. Given these vulnerabilities with huge socio-

economic implications, there is a need to identify vulnerability pathways through which climate impacts 

the whole CVC and the possible adaptation strategies to promote competitiveness and sustainable 

livelihoods.  

In this backdrop, the panellists will discuss the following key questions: 

1. What risks does climate change pose to the extensive human network associated with the CVC? 

2. What are some of the gender-specific vulnerabilities arising out of climate change? Are women 

more vulnerable than men or vice versa, in the context of CVC? 

3. What are the impact pathways for the climate risks to trickle down to national as well as 

international markets? 

4. What could be the potential adaptation options for promoting sustained livelihoods and 

competitive value chains, keeping in view the dynamics of climate change? 

5. Does the public-private partnership model work for promoting adaptation to climate change? 

What role could the private sector, in particular, play for adaptation at the community level? 

The purpose of organising this panel discussion is to bring together a group of experts to share the 

findings of their research on value chains and build upon each other’s best practices to promote inclusive 

growth of all the actors involved. 

Abstracts from African and Asian countries, with a focus on semi-arid regions, are highly encouraged. 
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